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The Scottish Fair Trade Forum is extremely concerned to hear that Nestlé UK & 
Ireland will no longer source Fairtrade ingredients for its KitKat bars and will instead 
switch to its own Cocoa Plan scheme that uses Rainforest Alliance standards and 
certification.  
 
We believe this is a backwards step that will result in some of world’s most 
vulnerable farmers losing access to markets, money and decision-making power at a 
time of unprecedented turmoil and uncertainty.  
 
The current world health crisis highlights the need to create the foundations for a 
better society and economic system – one that is built upon justice, equity and 
empowerment rather than exploitation.  
 
We understand that cocoa farmers expressed grave concerns when they were first 
told about Nestlé’s decision at a joint meeting in May this year. Since then, the 
Ivorian Fair Trade Network has written this open letter, explicitly asking Nestle to 
maintain its commitment to Fairtrade and continue to negotiate with producer 
representatives. 
 
Our request to Nestlé is therefore simple: please read this letter, listen to producers 
and respect their decisions. 
 
As it stands, we have seen no concrete evidence or commitment from Nestlé to 
guarantee that farmers will not lose out financially because of this change or that 
farmers will have the same levels of decision-making power as they do with 
Fairtrade.  
 
Nestlé has spoken about a ‘transition’ investment of £1.5m over two years to mitigate 
negative impacts on affected cooperatives. However, this amount falls short of what 
the impacted farmers would have received under Fairtrade each year. It is also not 
clear if and how farmers will have a say in spending this fund.     

Empowerment, transparency, dialogue and respect are at the heart of the Fairtrade 
system. Farmers decide how to spend the Fairtrade Premium. Through 50% 
producer representation on Fairtrade International’s board, they also have a say in 
how the global Fairtrade system and pricing structures are managed. Farmers’ 
voices are further strengthened through regional networks in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America.  

https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/Media-Centre/News/June-2020/Fairtrade-producers-raise-their-voices-to-ask-Nestle-to-keep-KitKats-Fairtrade
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/~/media/FairtradeUK/Media%20Centre/Reports%20and%20Documents/Letter%20from%20RICE%20-%20English.pdf
https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/nestle-fairtrade-kitkat-a9580096.html
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The Fairtrade Standards are readily accessible through Fairtrade.net and are 
regularly updated to address contemporary challenges and concerns including, for 
example, on gender, climate and child labour.  

The Fairtrade Standards enact social, economic and environmental sustainability 
goals and give due attention to guaranteed fixed prices and democratic decision-
making. They have hitherto been the only certification standards to do so. Farmers 
operating in democratically-run, economically empowered cooperatives form the 
basis on which other sustainability goals can be achieved.  
 
Fairtrade is a well-established and constantly evolving model that producers and 
consumers trust.  
 
This is clear from the way Atse from the Ivorian Fair Trade Network speaks about 
Fairtrade in his open letter. As many campaigners in our network will attest, it is clear 
from how producers have talked about Fairtrade during their visits to Scotland.  
Against a wallpaper of other labels, customers continue to trust the FAIRTRADE 
Mark.  
 
As the world strives to #BuildBackBetter, achieve the ambitious Sustainable 
Development Goals by 2030 and the UK looks to correct our colonial past, now more 
than ever, we need Fairtrade’s democratic partnership approach and we need 
multinationals to embrace it.  
 
It is completely paradoxical for Nestlé to be moving away from Fairtrade when it is 
most needed, and especially concerning that farmers don’t seem to have had their 
voices heard by Nestlé coming to this decision.  
 
In Scotland, as a Fair Trade Nation, we must continue to listen to producers, amplify 
their voices and urge Nestlé to do the same.   
 
You can do this now by signing this petition and following our communications 
channels for more actions as this campaign progresses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sftf.org.uk/
https://www.fairtrade.net/
https://www.change.org/p/ulf-mark-schneider-nestle-global-ceo-keep-kitkat-fairtrade

