A FAIR FUTURE

A 4-part film and lesson series
Teaching Notes

Alice Jeptoo, Kapkiyai Multipurpose Co-operative Society, Kericho, Kenya

‘There is a chain on earth that starts where the producers are. They
are the ones who suffer the consequences of climate change, the
ones who get the least help, and carry all of the burden. It’s not fair.’
Bayardo Betanco, PRODECOOP coffee co-operative, Nicaragua

INTRODUCTION
The Fairtrade Foundation works with farming
co-operatives, businesses, and governments
to make trade fair.
Together with Fairtrade farmers and workers,
we have a vision: a world in which trade is
based on fairness so that producers earn
secure and sustainable livelihoods. Thousands
of dedicated schools across the UK learn about
Fairtrade every year, helping to raise awareness
of the issues of unfair trade.
In recent years, more and more Fairtrade
farmers have been speaking out about the
impact of the climate crisis.
Fairtrade farmers are among the people who have contributed the least to climate change – but are already
feeling the worst effects. 17 people from Côte d’Ivoire have the same carbon footprint as one person in the UK,
but studies have shown that Africa is the continent most vulnerable to climate change.
Across Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean and Oceania, small-scale farmers are often experiencing the
worst effects of climate breakdown. They’re less likely to earn a living income due to exploitative global trade
and more likely to rely directly on the land they farm for their livelihoods. These farmers often have no safety
net if extreme weather damages their crops, and leaves them with no way of providing for their families. Climate
change is making it harder to farm the land productively, while rigged trade systems, which favour the powerful,
leave farmers unable to earn enough to adapt to the rapidly changing climate.
We invite your school to stand with farmers and workers seeking climate justice. Together with governments,
businesses, and the wider community, we can build a fairer future.

ABOUT THIS RESOURCE
This teachers’ guide has been produced to support
teachers and educators in the UK to use the fourpart film series ‘A Fair Future’ with primary and
secondary classes. Through this series young
people will:
Discover the historical inequalities at the heart of
the climate crisis
Connect with farmers affected by extreme weather
Learn why trade justice is necessary for climate
justice
And understand how to take action for a fair future
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EPISODE OVERVIEW
Episode 1 – The climate crisis isn’t fair!
The climate crisis affects us all. But some communities are feeling
it much more than others, even though they have done the least
to cause it. Step back in time to learn about the inequality at the
heart of the climate crisis, and how it is still running through these
countries today.

Episode 2 – Farming in a climate crisis
Micah Tarus shows us his farm, where he grows coffee for
sale and vegetables to eat. He explains how the climate crisis
is affecting his crop and life in Kenya.

Episode 3 – Weathering the storm with Fairtrade
Farmers in Kericho, Kenya, explain how they are able to make
changes to their farms and adapt to the climate crisis if they
have enough income and can cover their basic needs first.
They explain how Fairtrade protects them from low prices
and climate extremes.

Episode 4 – Taking action for a fair future
The climate crisis isn’t fair, but together we can take action for
a fairer future. This episode introduces young people to the
concept of systems thinking and the collective power we all
have to make big changes to our way of life.
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HOW TO USE EACH EPISODE

Learn...

discuss...

act...

by watching each
two-minute episode

using the accompanying
five discussion questions

using the suggested
follow-up activities

CURRICULUM LINKS
Scotland

england

Second Level
Social Studies – SOC 2-06a, SOC 2-08a,
2-12a, SOC 2-20a

KS2

Third Level
Social Studies – SOC 3-06a, SOC 3-08a, SOC
3-11a, SOC 3-16a, SOC 3-19a, SOC 3-20b
Fourth Level
Social Studies – SOC 4-06d, SOC 4-08a, SOC
4-11a, SOC 4-12a, SOC 4-19a SOC 4-20a

wALES
Humanities – our natural world is diverse
and dynamic, influenced by processes and
human actions.
Our societies are complex and diverse, and
shaped by human actions and beliefs.
Informed, self-aware citizens engage with
the challenges and opportunities that face
humanity and are able to take considered
and ethical action.

NORTHERN IRELAND
The World Around Us – interdependence;
place; change over time
Environment and Society – geography –
developing pupils as individuals; developing
pupils as contributors to society; developing
pupils as contributors to the economy and
environment

Citizenship – preparing to play an active role
as citizens.

Geography – understanding types of land use,
economic activity, and the distribution
of natural resources.
History – knowledge of the Industrial
Revolution.

Science – recognise that environments can
change and that this can sometimes pose
dangers to living things.
KS3

Citizenship – the ways in which citizens
work together to improve their communities.

Geography – understanding how human and
physical processes interact to influence and
change landscapes.
History – ideas, political power, industry,
and empire.
Science – Chemistry – Earth and
atmospheric science.
KS4

Citizenship – the ways in which a citizen
can contribute to the improvement of his
or her community.
Geography – gain understanding of the
interconnections between people and
environments.

History – knowledge and understanding of
key events in British and wider world history.

Science – Chemistry – Earth and atmospheric
science.
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Episode 1 – The climate crisis isn’t fair!
The climate crisis affects us all. But some communities
are feeling it much more than others, even though they
have done the least to cause it. Step back in time to learn
about the inequality at the heart of the climate crisis, and
how it is still running through these countries today.

Watch episode

LEARN
Learners will meet the following learning
objectives through watching Episode 1:

DISCUSS
What does the climate crisis mean to
you? How does it make you feel?

Learners understand that the actions
of individuals, companies and nations
have an impact on the global climate.

Do you think the Industrial Revolution
impacted our society in a positive or
negative way?

Learners understand that the world’s
wealthiest people are the most
responsible for the climate crisis.

How could you reduce your own
carbon footprint? How about your
schools?

Learners understand the significance
of the Industrial Revolution and the
consequences it had on societies then
and since.

Is the climate crisis fair? Why are
some countries more affected than
others?

Learners understand that farmers and
workers have contributed the least to
the crisis, but are living with the worst
effects.

‘All you need is less’ – what do you
think of this motto?

ACT
Deepen your pupils’ understanding of carbon footprints with a lesson on ‘Complicated
Carbon!’
Deliver a persuasive presentation, letter or poster to a wealthy company, government or
individual in the richest 10 percent, convincing them to change their lifestyles.
Sign up to the Let’s Go Zero Campaign. By joining Let’s Go Zero, your school will become
part of a community of ambitious, forward-thinking schools all aiming for a better, fairer, zero
carbon future. Together we can prove that pupils, teachers, and governors are united in calling
for change.
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Episode 2 – Farming in a climate crisis

Micah Tarus shows us his farm, where he grows coffee
for sale and vegetables to eat. He explains how the
climate crisis is affecting his crop and life in Kenya.

Watch episode

LEARN
Learners will meet the following learning
objectives through watching Episode 2:

DISCUSS
How do you feel after watching
this film?

Learners can describe the physical
impacts of the climate crisis on
farmers and workers.

Discuss the impact of the climate
crisis on farmers. How is it affecting
their lives?

Learners can explain how the effects
of the climate crisis impact farmers’
livelihoods.

What questions would you like to
be able to ask Micah about his farm
and farming?

Learners understand how the effects
of the climate crisis on farmers have
wider impacts.

Can you imagine something similar
happening where you live? What
would the effects be?
Have you heard of other effects of
the climate crisis in other parts of
the world?

ACT
To extend pupils’ learning, take a look at the Oxfam pack ‘The Human Impact of Climate
Change’, especially Activity 2, which helps develop understanding about how climate
impacts are experienced differently by different communities.
Design an awareness-raising poster to show the ways that Micah’s farm is affected by the
climate crisis.
Think about the actions you can take as a school community to reduce your impact on the
planet. It could be small actions, or bigger ones. They all add up! Maybe your school can
reduce waste or get more people to walk to school. Or take a look at Transform Our World’s
Climate Action Planner for ideas.
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Episode 3 – Weathering the storm with Fairtrade

Farmers in Kericho, Kenya, explain how they are able to
make changes to their farms and adapt to the climate
crisis if they have enough income and cover their basic
needs first. They explain how Fairtrade protects them
from low prices and climate extremes.

Watch episode

LEARN
Learners will meet the following learning
objectives through watching Episode 3:
Learners can draw the vicious cycle
of low productivity and declining
incomes.
Learners can explain why farmers
need technology and resources to
adapt to the climate crisis.
Learners can explain how Fairtrade
can support farmers to cope with the
climate crisis.

DISCUSS
Does anything surprise you about
what you have heard about adapting
to the changing climate?
Think about the measures that the
farmers are taking to adapt to the
climate crisis. Do you think any of
them would be helpful where you live?
What do you think will happen if
farmers like Micah are unable to meet
their needs through farming? What
impact will that have on the products
we buy in the UK?

ACT
Download the lesson plan ‘Holding Back the Tide’ to deepen your pupils’ understanding
of how nature and different ways of farming help farmers to adapt to the climate crisis.
Planting trees, making space for nature and managing pests naturally all play an important
part in how we manage our environment. Talk to your teachers to see if you can find an area
of your school’s grounds to create a nature garden, no matter how small, and watch it as it
develops its own ecosystem.
Sign up for a Fairtrade School Award. Becoming a Fairtrade School means
joining a worldwide movement – a movement where young people learn that,
whatever their age, they have the power to make a difference in the world.
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Episode 4 – Taking action for a fair future

The climate crisis isn’t fair, but together we can take
action for a fairer future. This episode introduces young
people to the concept of systems thinking and the
collective power we all have to make big changes to
our way of life.

Watch episode

LEARN
Learners will meet the following learning
objectives through watching Episode 4:
Learners understand that the way
in which we live is a system – made
up of individuals, organisations, and
governments – and that our actions
are interconnected.
Learners understand that it is not
their sole responsibility to tackle the
climate crisis.
Learners understand the role
of individuals, businesses, and
governments in creating systemic
change.

DISCUSS
Who is most responsible for taking
climate action?
How can we make climate action fair?
Make a list of individual actions you
could take for a fairer future.
If you were in the government, what
rules and regulations would you create
for businesses to ensure a fair future
for farmers and our planet?
It is important we all listen to the
people who are living with the worst
extremes of the climate crisis –
how can we get better at this?

Learners can describe how we can
take collective action for a fairer future.

ACT
Download our lesson plan on ‘Systems Mapping with Fairtrade’ to deepen your pupils’
understanding of the connections between individuals, communities, and governments;
and how they can work together to create change.
Create a Forest of Promises in your school to start a conversation in the wider community
about the changes needed to address climate change.
Access the official, free COP26 resources to explore how nations can work together to
create big changes.
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